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Call to Worship
based on Matthew 11:28-30)

People of the family of God —
come and worship!

Even if you’re tired and worn out—
come and worship!

Lay down the heavy things you are carrying—
come and worship!

Listen to what Jesus wants to tell you—
come and worship!

See if you can discover how Jesus wants to use you—
come and worship!

For Jesus is humble and gentle,
and he will give us everything we need to follow him.

~ Christine Longhurst, re:Worship



1 O God, who gives us life and breath,
who shapes us in the womb,
who guards our lives from birth to death,
then leads us from the tomb:
deliver us from fears that kill
the life we have from you.
Help us to know your Spirit still
is making all things new.

2 O God, who calls your people out
to venture and to dare,
to plumb the bleak abyss of doubt
and find you even there:
when we despair in wandering
through wastes of empty lies,
refresh us with the living spring
of hope that never dies.

Hymn 53   O God, Who Gives Us Life



CALL TO RECONCILIATION
We struggle daily with that human tendency 
to always do wrong, 
say hurtful things, 
and turn our back to others. 
But God will never hold our sins against us. 
Let us confess to our God, 
who frees us forever from judgment, 
as we pray, 



PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 
Merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name,
through Christ, our Lord.

silence is kept



Words of Assurance
(inspired by Psalm 145: 8-9, 13-14)

The LORD is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

The LORD is good to all,
and his compassion is over all that he has made.

The LORD is faithful in all his words,
and gracious in all his deeds.

The LORD upholds all who are falling,
and raises up all who are bowed down.

Hear the word of the Lord in Jesus:
‘Your sins are forgiven!’

Thanks be to God!
~ written by Howard Wallace



Anthem

I Will Arise and Go to Jesus

Appalachian trad., arr. Alice Parker & Robert Shaw



Scripture Readings & Meditation

Ephesians 2:8-9; 
Romans 4:2-3;  2 
Timothy 1:9;  Titus 3:5, 
Luke 15:6, 9, 24;  John 
9:5-7, 11, 15-17, 24-25, 29-
39



1 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come.
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

Hymn 649  Amazing Grace



4 The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

5 When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.



Invitation to the Table
Eat This Bread Taizé chant

Service of Communion



In quietness my Lord conferred

two truths I now declare:

no greater love than God’s is known;

no power can compare.

God is my rock; God is my strength;

God is my salvation,

my refuge, my abiding peace.

I shall not be shaken.

Text & Music @ 2000 Sheldon W. Sorge

Livestreamed by permission



1 O beautiful for spacious skies,
for amber waves of grain,
for purple mountain majesties
above the fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed his grace on thee,
and crown thy good with *brotherhood
from sea to shining sea!

338  O Beautiful for Spacious Skies


