
Worship at the Dayton Church
Sunday, September 20    10:00am



Call to Worship
We are here

in the name of Jesus Christ,

to worship the God who gave us life and who sustains our every breath,

and to praise the Spirit who enlivens our hearts 

and enlightens our minds.

Great is our God and deserves our greatest praise,

God is awesome beyond all our imagining.

Each generation shall pass on the good news to the next,

and shall publicly celebrate God’s saving actions.

~ written by Bruce Prewer, and posted on Bruce Prewer’s Home Page.



1 Come, thou Fount of every blessing;

tune my heart to sing thy grace;

streams of mercy, never ceasing,

call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious sonnet,

sung by flaming tongues above;

praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,

mount of God’s unchanging love!

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer;

hither by thy help I’m come;

and I hope, by thy good pleasure,

safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,

wandering from the fold of God;

he, to rescue me from danger,

interposed his precious blood.
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3 O to grace how great a debtor

daily I’m constrained to be!

Let that grace now, like a fetter,

bind my wandering heart to thee.

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,

prone to leave the God I love;

here’s my heart; O take and seal it;

seal it for thy courts above.



As sabers rattle in lands both close and distant

we confess that we are in pain,

fear has taken root in the souls of our being.

Even as we turn to the parables ,

familiar stories that we thought we loved,

we find troubling stories offering ever more questions .

Lord have mercy,

Lord have mercy,

have mercy upon us.

We are loathe to take account of the many ways

in which we unwittingly profit

from the machinery of war and greed.

Still we read the parables of Jesus

which fly in the face of social convention

offending those who dare to listen.

Christ have mercy,

Christ have mercy,

have mercy upon us.

Litany of Confession



Believing that we are insignificant,

and at the same time fearful that we might become so,

we are timid to use our voices to speak truth to a world of war.

Now the parables of Jesus offer a new vision;

now the servants dine and the masters serve,

now the last becomes and the first becomes last.

Lord have mercy,

Lord have mercy,

have mercy upon us.

Let us go to God with the personal confessions

we carry on our hearts…



Hear the good news of the Story

that no sheep is unworthy of rescue,

no coin too small to be missed.

Hear the good news

that love is stronger than hate

and that this power is alive within you

now and forever.

Thanks be to God.

Amen.

~ based upon Jesus’ parables. Copyright Katherine Hawker, 2002.

Assurance of Pardon



Gloria Patri



Scripture Lessons & Sermon

Exodus 16:2-15

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Matthew 20:1-16

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Sermon:  God > That Which We Consider Unfair



1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,

pilgrim through this barren land.

I am weak, but thou art mighty.

Hold me with thy powerful hand.

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,

feed me till I want no more;

feed me till I want no more.

2 Open now the crystal fountain,

whence the healing stream doth flow.

Let the fire and cloudy pillar

lead me all my journey through.

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,

be thou still my strength and shield;

be thou still my strength and shield.
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Prayer of Dedication

Lord, let our congregation be a witness to you:

immersed in scripture,

constant in prayer,

joyful in worship,

generous in giving.

A loving, supportive community

reaching out to those in need.

Accept these gifts we offer, in Jesus' name, Amen.



Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our debts 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil 

for thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever.

Amen.



In quietness my Lord conferred

two truths I now declare:

no greater love than God’s is known;

no power can compare.

God is my rock; God is my strength;

God is my salvation,

my refuge, my abiding peace.

I shall not be shaken.
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Congregational Response



Benediction
(based on Romans 8:38-29)

As you go from here into the week ahead,

with whatever joys and challenges it holds,

Remember this:

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


